
 

 

        21st September 2020 

 
 
Application 2020/3073   (Asda Superstore, 204 Lavender Hill  SW11 1JG) 

 
Dear Wandsworth planning team, 
 

I am writing on behalf of the Lavender Hill for Me residents group to object to the above 
proposal in its current form.   
 

The application covers various (sometimes quite minor) works and we have no concerns 
regarding the general proposals for refurbishment of the building, access stairways, and 
travelators.  However we have significant concerns regarding the proposal to remove & pave 
over all vegetation around the site perimeter – both the plantings below and the grassed areas. 
 

 
 

The greenery in question currently shields a large surface car park from a close-knit shopping 
parade and residential street, and the plantings and the paved area between them and 
Lavender Hill were specifically included with precisely this objective in the original planning 
permission for the Clapham rail yards development that led to the superstore being constructed 
– as a way of acceptably incorporating a large surface car park area in an otherwise tight knit 
street and town centre. As such, the greenery is a material part of the design of the current site. 
 

And the greenery here really matters – because it’s one of the very few patches of green left in 
a dense urban area, and it shields surrounding restaurants and houses from a rather blank and 
busy car park. The recent investment in streetscape and paving improvements to Lavender Hill 
were deliberately designed to enhance the square in front of the Asda entrance, and make the 
most of the greenery.  
 

We do understand Asda / WalMart’s desire to cut the costs of maintaining their premises, by 
removing pruning duties. However, we object to this approach on the following grounds: 
 

• Removing urban green spaces like this is incompatible with the Wandsworth 
environment and sustainability strategy 2019, which notes that with the help of other 
mechanisms and polices such as the Local Plan, Wandsworth will consider how 
developments in the borough should be designed, taking into consideration local landscape 
character, and how it can contribute to the wider green infrastructure network. In particular, 
a key target for 2019-2022 is to Continue to ensure that the urban greening factor is 



 

 

considered in all developments in the borough (including proposed minor developments 
such as this) and build upon the best practice and learning from Nine Elms 
 

• Negative effect on visual amenity & poor urban design: By turning a pleasant urban 
square to more of an eyesore with a direct view of a large car park, this will be damaging to 
the attractiveness of Lavender Hill and the town centre as a whole, as well as worsening 
the outlook of neighbouring properties, and exposing large areas of brick wall that were 
never designed to be fully exposed in the original design. It is also unclear how the level 
changes will be managed, and how the edging of the pavements will be treated to avoid 
creating trip hazards, or where liability will sit if sloped parts of the new surface (which in 
the area below may become an informal extension of the paved area) becomes slippery 
and leads to accidents in winter. 
 

• Significant negative impact on town centre vitality: Turning a pleasant and recently 
refurbished square, bordered by the current trees, greenery, to a roughly surfaced area 
overlooking a car park will reduce the attractiveness of this part of Lavender Hill which has 
seen a recent renaissance with the arrival of several cafes and restaurants (such as the 
recently-redeveloped and opened Hannah restaurant opposite which makes significant use 
of its outdoor seating directly overlooking this site) and will reduce the likelihood of 
customers from Clapham Junction heading further down the road to support the local small 
businesses. 
 

• Wider negative environmental impact including on local biodiversity & rainwater 
absorption: This is retrograde in a time when Wandsworth is seeking to lies in the fact of 
efforts to green our town centres and cut carbon emissions; this will also reduce local 
biodiversity, and by removing a natural filter it will potentially further worsen local particulate 
pollution (the fact that Clapham Junction’s main air quality sensor is just a few doors down 
from here next to the new mini-Nando’s outlet is no accident!). The 8cm thick layer of 
asphalt is suggested as ‘porous’ – however we are not convinced that this will be effective, 
and we suspect the impact of reduced groundwater absorption in the site has not been 
properly considered.   

 

 
 

We know it’s not a planning consideration, but it’s worth noting in passing that this proposal 
suggests a real lack of imagination on the part of Asda / WalMart – it’ll make an already dated 
and not-too-beautiful store look even less attractive to customers (many of whom arrive on 
foot), and there are plenty of people who could probably look after the gardens on a voluntary 
basis, if Asda really aren’t interested. There is no credible requirement for this part of the 
proposal to be implemented – and we feel that in planning terms, while there is a presumption 



 

 

in favour of sustainable development, the case for Asda needing to implement this part of the 
proposal is not made. 
 
It also seems very odd timing – given that the (excellent) Council-funded work to replace the 
stairs from Asda out to Dorothy Road with a carefully landscaped curving ramp (our picture 
below) was completed just a month ago. 
 

 
 
This seemingly gratuitously damaging application has generated very significant neighbourhood 
concern (we note 48 individual comments expressing a wide range of very fair concerns at the 
time of this admittedly slightly late submission!) – and that despite many including ourselves 
only noticing relatively late in the day that these changes were being proposed. 
 
In the interest of helping the wider changes go forward – we suggest discussions be held with 
the applicants with a view to them making amendments to the proposal to retain the greenery. 
There are many ways the green space could be maintained at reduced cost to Asda / WalMart, 
without needing to destroy it. 
 
Failing that – we strongly recommend that the application be refused. 
 
With regards, 
 
David Curran 
Rush Hill Road, Battersea SW11  
On behalf of Lavender Hill for Me 


