
Project: The two dead ends

The bad

• The eastern end looks tired and scruffy - years of 
neglect mean it’s not an attractive location; it doesn’t 
use some of its best assets, the wide pavements and 
short side streets

• Lots of traffic thanks to the South Circular, and the road 
feels as though it’s designed for cars, not people

• Although there are only a scattering of empty shops, 
businesses often struggle and have to work hard to 
attract trade

The good

• Residents & traders want to help the street work better
• Interesting owner-operator restaurants, bars, shops 

and cafes mean it can be a successful niche 
destination that could benefit from some of the Nine 
Elms growth

• There’s money in the area, and smaller businesses 
pushed out of the successful Northcote Road area to 
the west could spread here to more manageable rents

Context: The street
About 150 shops – from the usual 
(estate agents and nail salons) to the 
eclectic (fabrics, cycles, drums, 
designer chairs…)  

Around 40 restaurants, of which 
only a handful are chains – with 
everything from Sardinian to Sushi 
on offer, this is where people come to 
start up

A few claims to fame – Battersea 
Arts Centre (still going and rebuilding 
despite a recent fire), some big 
Victorian landmarks

Loads of potential – one end is right 
next to Clapham Junction, the UK’s 
busiest station, and it’s at the heart of 
a mixed and lively neighbourhood 
with growing disposable income

The good

The bad



Audley Close & Bassnett Road now

What’s there now?

Two shabby dead ends, right 
in the centre of the row of 
shops.  These small open 
spaces ought to be an asset, 
but they’re more of a dumping 
ground.



Proposal: Create a focus for the local centre

Re-pave the dead ends to 
create a more friendly and 
welcoming space,  by laying 
out the parking spaces more 
logically (this is no longer a 
through road), with high quality 
trees, feature lighting for both 
trees and pavement, and 
space for short-term seating.



High level design approach

Shared space at 
pavement level, to 
retain parking 
spaces while 
making this a 
pedestrian space

Directional lighting 
(using existing 
street lighting pole 
locations) used to 
enhance 
appearance of 
trees at night

Scope for colour at 
the back of the 
dead ends

Hard landscaping 
to minimise 
maintenance cost



Audley Close, current (arguably three rather than four car 
park spaces currently as two fitting on the eastern side 
within current markings is tight; there is existing street 
light on south west corner as well as a short one at north 
west corner)

Rough sketch of how Audley Close could go ahead 
preserving maximum car parking, while avoiding 
reversing into Lavender Hill by using a wider ‘shared 
space’.  In practice it makes sense to put more cars in 
Bassnett Close and fewer in Audley Close, if all spaces are 
retained.

Layout & Car parking considerations



Context: Current situation at Audley Close 
Dreary dead 
end, with poor 
appearance and 
mediocre 
streetscaping –
but very visible 
from the street



Context: Current situation at Bassnett Road

Marginally tidier, and 
with a raised 
pedestrian crossing 
running along the 
north side of Lavender 
Hill – but still a very 
missed opportunity



Context: Current situation at the rear of Audley Close

Access to estate at the 
rear, from one side of 
Audley Close



St Johns Road (north)

St Johns Road (south)

St Johns Road (south)

Local precedent (1): St John’s Road dead ends



Hildreth Street, Balham

Local precedent (2): Hildreth Street, Balham


